Common Band Vocabulary

Elements of Music

Rhythm – The duration of any musical sound

Melody – A series of pitches arranged in order to create a pleasing effect

Harmony – Combinations of music sounds / pitches

Form – How a piece of music is organized

Meter – How a piece of music is divided into measures

Dynamics – The volume of music

Key – A series of pitches forming a major or minor scale

Timbre – The term used to describe the all the different various sounds and instruments

Tempo – Rate of movement or speed

Tempo Markings

Largo – Very slow and stately

Largamente – Broad and slow

Grave – Slow, serious, solemn

Lento - Slow

Adagio – Slow and expressive

Andante – Walking tempo, but not too fast

Andantino – Slightly faster than andante

Moderato – Medium tempo

Allegretto – Animated, but not as fast as allegro

Allegro – Lively and fast

Vivace – Vigorous

Presto – Very fast

Prestissimo – As fast as possible

Accelerando (accel.) – gradually increasing tempo

A tempo – Resume regular or strict tempo

Rallentando – Gradually slower

Ritardando – Gradually slower

Rubato – Flexible tempo at the discretion of the conductor

Articulation Markings

Accent – A (^) marking over top of notes indicating that they should be played with emphasis and separation

Slur – A curved line indicating that notes should not be tongued

Staccato – A dot over top of notes indicating that they should be played short and separated

Legato – an articulation direction indicating that the music should be played smooth and connected

Marcato – Accented and separated

Forte Piano (fp) -  A loud attack followed by softness

Sforzando (sfz) – With sudden emphasis

Tenuto – a line over top of notes indicating that each note should be held or sustained for full value

Dynamic Markings (Volume)

Pianissimo (pp) – Very soft

Piano (p) – Soft

Mezzo Piano (mp) – Medium soft

Mezzo Forte (mf) – Medium loud

Forte (f) – Loud

Fortissimo (ff) – Very loud 

Crescendo (cres.) Get gradually louder

Diminuendo (dim.) Get gradually softer

