How To Get The Best Out Of Your Teacher

Peter Velikonja, West Virginia University

You deserve to have your teacher’s best effort and undivided attention for each class / rehearsal. Your progress and well-being should be the most important thing in the world during class time. You are likely to get that 100% effort from your teacher if YOU give YOUR best effort and do not make unnecessary extra work for the teacher. 

Consider these points:

· Arrive on time.

· Help your teacher stay organized by being organized and prepared yourself.

· Keep the class moving. Unpack quickly and let your teacher know you are ready to go. 

· Keep the lesson on track---don’t engage in small talk. Let your teacher know you have a lot prepared and want to get to it.

· Do what your teacher tells you to do---even if you disagree! Part of your education as a musician is being able to execute other people’s ideas on demand, so don’t argue about your way of doing things. You receive nothing by winning this argument.

· Don’t be boring. Teachers get bored by having to say the same thing rehearsal after rehearsal, and eventually they give up. If your teacher says fix it, then fix it.

· Don’t be a space cadet. In music, being a space cadet is a symptom of arrogance. Don’t leave belongings behind; it makes for unnecessary work for the teacher

· Prepare for every rehearsal. There is nothing more frustrating than teaching someone who obviously hasn’t practiced and is sight-reading the material.

· For the teacher-student relationship to be the most productive, there must be trust and respect for the assignments given and the material chosen by the teacher. 

· Take initiative; do one or two things more than you were assigned.

· Leave the room looking exactly as it was when you entered.

· Don’t let the conductor “see you in the poker games.”

Practice Good Rehearsal Etiquette:

· A conductor should only have to say things once.

· Be prepared, look interested, and be considerate.

· Be on time. Entering late is disruptive and rude.

· If the conductor blames someone else for your error, admit it; say, “it was my fault.”

· If you are asked to play something differently the answer should always be “yes.” Remember that it is your job to make the conductor’s ideas sound good even if it doesn’t agree with you own.

· Don’t turn around to see who is playing or for any reason.

· Don’t tap your foot.

· Know the music and prepare your part before rehearsal.

· Warm-up with everyone else.

· Don’t cross your legs, yawn, chew gum, and avoid wearing perfume in the wind section.

· Sit quietly and pay attention. Don’t talk to your neighbor unless it concerns the music, and then do it quickly and quietly.

· Don’t ask unnecessary questions during rehearsal. Lengthy questions should be saved for an appropriate time. 

· Know the count. Don’t ever miss an entrance because you fell asleep during a long rest. A good rehearsal is about 90% playing and 10% talk from the conductor. Don’t be the person who makes the conductor stop the ensemble.

· Look at the conductor ALL the time, and he/she WILL LIKE YOU! The conductors opinion of you may be based on the establishment of eye contact more than anything else.

Practice Good Performance Etiquette:

· All rehearsal rules apply double.

· Don’t make a face or react is someone else makes a mistake. This includes yourself!

· During bows, stand promptly when you are asked. Displays of modesty are embarrassing to the conductor.

· Be A Good Neighbor:

· Sit quietly and don’t cause any distraction; no excessive talking or laughing.

· Don’t clean your instrument while a neighbor has something important or difficult to play. 

· Be discrete when blowing what out of keys or emptying spit valves.

· Don’t attack sooner than the rest of the section nor hang over on releases.

· Use your best judgment on balance; don’t drown out a more important voice.

· Try to know the count if asked; it’s not your job, but it is nice.

· Don’t finger solos along with another player.

· When accompanying another instrument it is nice to incline a little in that direction as if to say, “I’m right with you.”

