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The ins and outs of playing in TUNE!  
 
Have you ever heard a band playing, and thought to yourself, “they don’t sound very good?” Well chances are that most of the individual musicians are playing out of tune. In order to have a wonderful sounding ensemble everyone must play in tune. How do you do that? It’s actually very simple, just use your ears and follow these easy steps:
 
1.     Listen as the designated tuning pitch (concert F) is played by the lowest sounding instrument in your ensemble.
 
2.     Play your concert F and compare it to the original concert F. Listen for “beats”. If you hear “beats” then you are not in tune! If you do NOT hear “beats” then you are in tune. 
 
3.      The objective is to get rid of any “beats”. To do this, make an adjustment to the length of your instrument. (Barrel, mouthpiece, tuning slide, etc) Now replay your concert F and compare the pitches again. Did the “beats” get faster or slower? 
 
4.     If they got faster you went the wrong way! If they got slower then you are moving in the right direction! 
 
5.     Keep adjusting the length of your instrument until all the “beats” have disappeared. Do not make the beats go away by adjusting your embouchure!
 
6.     When you and your section play the same pitch, without any unnecessary embouchure pressure or relaxation, and you are not able to identify any “beats”, you are playing perfectly in tune and with proper balance and blend!
 
 
When you are playing perfectly in tune you will not be able to hear yourself!
 
